N Hebrew for Christians

- www.hebrew4christians.com Yom Kippu

Yom Kippur -

The Day of Atonement
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For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and | have giitdor you on the altar to make atonement for
your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonementdyifth - Lev 17:11

YOM KIPPUR, or the “Day of Atonement,” is the holiest day of
the Jewish year, and provides prophetic insighangigg the Second
Coming of Mashiach, the restoration of nationaaéty and the final
judgment of the world. It is also a day that reseghk High-Priestly
work of Yeshua as our Kohen Gadol (High Priesgrafte order of
Malki-Tzedek (Hebrews 5:10, 6:20)
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The term Yom Kippur is actually written in the phliin the TorahYom Ha-Kippurim
(2220 o), perhaps because the purification process cldanse a multitude of
transgressions, iniquities, and sins. Howeverndmae also alludes to the two great
atonements given by the LORD - the first for thasgong the nations who turn to
Yeshua for cleansing and forgiveness, and the skfoorthe purification of ethnic Israel
during Yom Adonai, the great Day of the LORD at ¢émel of days.

Kippurim can be read asom Ke-Purima “day like Purim,” that is, a day of deliverance
and salvation (as explained in the Book of EsthEmnus the day on which Yeshua
sacrificed Himself on the cross is the greatestitRuof all, since through Him we are
eternally delivered from the hands of our enemies.

The Torah states that Yom Kippur was the only timhen the High Priest could enter the
Holy of Holies and call upon the Name of YHVHkh®{) to offer blood sacrifice for the sins
of the people. This “life for a life” principle ihe foundation of the sacrificial system and
marked the great day of intercession made by thgé Rriest on behalf of Israel.
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In traditional Judaism, the day of Yom Kippur matke climax of the ten day period of
repentance called the “Days of Awe,”yamim nora’im(z 71 o'7). According to the
sages of Jewish tradition, on Rosh Hashanah thenged the righteous, thezaddikim are
written in the Book of Lifegnn -20), and the destiny of the wicked, tfesha’im are
written in the Book of Death. However, most peopikt not be inscribed in either book,
but have ten days -- until Yom Kippur -- to repbetore sealing their fate. Hence the term
Aseret Yemei Teshuvé@rwin =2 my)- the Ten Days of Repentance. On Yom Kippur,
then, every soul’'s name will be sealed in one efto books. For this reason Yom
Kippur is really the climax of the 40 day “SeasdTeshuvah.”
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Since man was created for the sake of teshuvalir), Yom Kippur, or the Day of “at
one-ment,” is considered the holiest day of the yeslled “Yom ha-kadosh'tifpi o).
On the Hebrew calendar, Erev Yom Kippur beginsightfall on Tishri 9 and continues
25 hours through the next day until nightfall.dtai solemn day marked by complete
fasting, prayer, and additional synagogue services.

According to the Jewish sages, on the 6th of Sisamen weeks after the Exodus (i.e.,
exactly 49 days), Moses first ascended Sinai teivedhe Torah (Shavuot). Just forty
days later, on the 17th of Tammuz, the tablets Wwevken. Moses then interceded for
Israel for another forty days until he was calledghup to Sinai on Elul 1 and received
the revelation of Name YHVH (Exod. 34:4-8). Aftéid, he was given the Second
Tablets and returned to the camp on Tishri 10, wkater was called Yom Kippur.
Moses’ face was shining with radiance in wondethefcoming New Covenant which
was prefigured in the rituals of the Day of Atonerngxod. 34:10).
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This explains why Orthodox Jews begin the “Seagdreshuvah” beginning with Elul 1
and continuing through to Tishri 10 -- for the 48yd that Moses was upon the mountain
receiving the second set of tablets. Here we atgbthe first inkling of theBook of Life
(see Rosh Hashanah), when Moses asked to be stfitke “the Book you have

written” if God would not make an atonement for people (Exod. 32:32-3). The
willingness of Moses to be “stricken from the boaki the people’s behalf is a powerful
image of the mediating role of Yeshua our Messkdiy( 9:15).

The Meaning of the word Kippur

The “Day of Atonement” is the English phrase fomY&ippur. Theshoresh(root) for the
word “Kippur” is kafar (n23), which probably derives from the wokdfer, meaning
“ransom.” This word is parallel to the word “redéeflasalm 49:7) and means “to atone by
offering a substitute.” The great majority of usagethe Tanakh concern “making an
atonement” by the priestly ritual of sprinkling sdcrificial blood to remove sin or
defilement (i.e.tahorg). The life blood of the sacrificial animal was vigd in exchange
for the life blood of the worshipper (the symbadixpression of innocent life given for
guilty life). This symbolism is further clarifiedytthe action of the worshipper in placing
his hands on the head of the sacrifisenjichahand confessing his sins over the animal
(Lev. 16:21; 1:4; 4:4, etc.) which was then kil@dsent out as a scapegoat. The shoresh
also appears in the teddapporet(the so-called “Mercy Seat,” but better rendered a
simply the place of atonement). The Kapporet wagjtiiden cover of the sacred chest in
the Holy of Holies of the Tabernacle (or Temple)andthe sacrificial blood was presented.
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"For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar
to atone for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life."
(Lev. 17:11)

The message of the central book of the Torah (leasgj is that since God is holy
(kadosh, we must be holy in our lives as well, and thisams first of all being conscious
of the distinction between the sacred and the pefthe clean and the unclean, and so
on: “You are to distinguish between the holy (it@;kadoshuspi) and the common
(i.e.,ha-chol 5r11), and between the unclean (ilea;tamei xnen) and the clean (i.eha-
tahor: =inen)” (Lev. 10:10, see also Ezek. 44:23). Just as sapdrated the light from the
darkness (Gen. 1:4), so we are called to diseetweenr("2) the realms of the holy and
the profane, the sacred and the common, and tha aled the unclean. Indeed, the Torah
states “God called the light Day, and the darkimessalled night,” thereby associating
His Name with the light but not with the darkne&g(. 1:5).
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Spiritually understood, thielishkan(i.e., Tabernacle) physically represented the
separation of these realms, as may be illustratddtiae following diagram:

Unclean Clean Holy
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The word “sacrifice” ikorban(jz292), which comes from the ro&trov (297) meaning to
“draw close” or “to come near.” In the Tabernadlerbanot(ni:2-p) were various ritual
acts that were offered upon the altar to cleanseititlean sinner so that he or she could
draw near to a Holy God. Because of this, Godtutstdl sacrificial blood as the
cleansing agent that purified from the effectsefildment and sin (Lev. 17:11; Heb.
9:22). We can see the general process of puribicdiy considering the case of the
metzora(or “leper”) as described in Leviticus 14 in aidt that somewhat resembled the
elaborate Yom Kippur ritual performed by the HigteBt.

The Torah Observance

The Role of the High Priest

Every year on Tishri 10 the Kohen Gadol (High Rjiesuld perform a special
ceremony to purge defilement from the tabernéuolishkan)or temple(Bet Ha-Mikdash)
as well as from the people of Israel (see Levititaigor the details). In particular, in
addition to the regular daily offerings, he woulthlg a bull and two goats as a special
offering, and the bull would be sacrificed to putge mishkan/temple from the
defilements caused by misdeeds of the prieststandhouseholds (Leviticus 16:6). He
would sprinkle the blood of the bull inside theladithe Holy of Holies upon the
kapporet (“Mercy Seat”). Then he would draw lotsl aelect one of the two goats to be a
sin offering on behalf of the people (this goat wWasignated.’Adonai - “to the LORD?”).
He would likewise enter the Holy of Holies sprinkie blood of the goat upon the
kapporet.Finally, the High Priest would lay both hands uplo@ head of the second goat
(designated “for Azazel”) while confessing all béttransgressions of the people. This
goat was then driven away into the wildernessyaagron it “all their iniquities unto a
land not inhabited” (Leviticus 16:22). Accordingttee Talmud, a scarlet cord was tied
around the neck of the scapegoat that was reptwrteave turned white as the goat was
led away from city. However, for the last forty yedefore the Second Temple was
destroyed (in AD 70), the scarlet cord failed tartpe color.
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The Role of the People

While the High Priest performed these functions, ileople would fast in eager anticipation
of the outcome of the rituals. After completing tasks, the garments of the High Priest were
covered with blood (Leviticus 6:27). Only afterghdid the LORD accept the sacrifice
(according to one midrash, as the High Priest fautidis garments, a miracle took place and
his garments turned from bloodstained crimson tdeykeelsaiah 1:18).

In three separate passages in the Torah, the Jpeagiie are told “the tenth day of the
seventh month (Tishri) is the Day of Atonemenshall be a sacred occasion for you: you
shall afflict your souls” (Leviticus 16:29-34, Léxus 23: 26-32, Numbers 29:7-11). This is
the only Holiday of the year where fasting is egiplly commanded by the LORD. It also was
a “Shabbat Shabbaton,” or a day of complete ahetefrom any kind of mundane work.

It is enlightening to note the sequence of thisdayl in relation to the time of preparation
(Elul) and the activities surrounding Rosh Hashaealding up to Yom Kippur. First God
commands that we repent, or return to Him in eanass of heart, and then He provides the
means for reconciliation or atonement with Him.

Modern-day Observances of Yom Kippur

Though originally focused on the role of tkehen Gadol(High Priest) and the
purification of the Sanctuary, since the destructbthe Temple in 70 AD, Rabbinic
tradition states that each individual Jew is supdds focus on his personal avodah, or
service to the LORD. Most Yom Kippur prayers therefrevolve around the central
theme of personal repentance and return.

According tohalakhah(i.e., Jewish law), we must abstain from five feraf pleasures,
all based on reasoning from Leviticus 23:27:

Eating and drinking
Washing and bathing

Applying lotions or perfume
Wearing leather shoes (a sign of luxury)

a s wbdh ke

Marital relations

By fasting and praying all day, we are said to m@se angels. By giving up the sensual
pleasures of life and refraining fromelakhawe are said to live for 25 hours as if we are
dead (many men wear kittels (white burial robeg) white raiment, to remind them of
their fate as mortals before God).
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Shabbat Shabbaton

The Torah refers to Yom Kippur as “shabbat shabBgenzv nzu), a time when all profane
work (melakhah is set aside so the soul could focus on the aséirof the LORD. The first
occurrence of this phrase is found in Exodus 16@3arding the restriction of collecting
manna in the desert during the seventh day. ThisicBon was later incorporated into the
law code for the Sabbath day (Exod. 31:15; 35:B phrase also occurs regarding Rosh
Hashanah (Lev. 23:24), Yom Kippur (Lev. 16:31; 23;3wo days of Sukkot (Lev. 23:39;
Num. 25:35), two days of Passover (Lev. 23:7-8), e day of Shavuot (Num. 28:26).
According to the Jewish sages, performing any fofmvork (other than work required to
save a life) on a special Sabbath is punishabjeéyature death.

If you add up these days, you will find there ageexn prescribed days of “complete rest”
before the LORD, and the sages identified Yom Kipgmuthe Sabbath of these other
special Sabbath days, thatYam ha-kadosfuipn o), “the holy day.” Indeed, the
Talmud notes that “seven days before Yom Kippursegarate the High Priest,”
corresponding to the seven-day seclusion of Aanahhes sons before the inauguration
of the Tabernacle (Lev. 8:33).

The sages say that Yom Kippur is the only day 8adan is unable to lodge accusation
against Israel, since the gematria of “satami)(is 364, suggesting that the accuser
denounces Israel 364 days of the year, but on@Bth3lay - Yom Kippur - he is
rendered powerless, just as he will be in the wiarldome (Maharsha on Yoma 2a).

Note that those who trust in God’s salvation uniders that our ultimate “rest” is given
to us in Yeshua, our great High Priest after tlieeoofMalki-Tzedekwho presented his
own blood to make “at-one-ment” for our souls beftire Father in the Holy of Holies
made without hands - at the cross....

The Kapparot Ceremony

An old custom, calle##apparot(atonements) is
sometimes performed as a sort of “scapegoat”
ceremony. This custom, observed by Charedi and
Chassidic Jews, was said to symbolically transfer a
person’s sins to a rooster or hen. First, versas fr
Psalms and Job are recited. Then the live chicken i
swung around the head three times, while the faligw
declaration is made:

“This fowl shall be in my stead, shall be my atoeai,
it shall go to death, so that | can attain a goedand peace.”

In this way it is hoped that the fowl will take tme culpability and misfortunes caused
by the person’s sins....
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Presumably, the purpose of the kapparot ceremosytoveerve as a vicarious sacrifice in
place of the sacrifices offered in the Temple whiohld no longer be practiced after the
destruction of the Temple. At any rate, the chickexs then slaughtered by a Rabbi and
given to the poor for their Erev Yom Kippur més¢udah ha-mafsekefjoday, many
Orthodox Jews observe kapparot by simply givaegekal{charity) to the poor
(“tzedekah can avert the evil decree”).

E This is my exchange, Presumably, the sacrifice

fi2  this is my substitute, the chicken is meant to take
ﬂ? this is my expiation, h | fth ifi

Pﬁ: This chicken shall go to the place of the sacritrices
g death and I shall proceed offered at the Temple....

g to a good, long life and peace.

The requirement for blood sacrifice - the “lifefiihe” principle - is the heart of the Torah’s
sacrificial system. The kapparot ceremony is tlwreeén clear acknowledgment of the
authority of Leviticus 17:11, the key verse of ditb§onary atonement given in the Torah:
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood+z =221 we) *2), and | have given it for you on the
altar to atone~€25) for your souls, for it is the blood that makesretment by the life.” A
person who studies and believes the written Toralerstands the clear need for blood
atonement - notwithstanding the rationalizationgetigped by later rabbinical Judaism.

Some people also observe Erev Yom Kippur by gainpémikveh- the ritual bath - to
purify themselves before the Holy Day. Jewish tiadialso states that forgiveness can be
sought from God only for those sins committed agfa@od (for example, by breaking His
laws). Sins committed against others must be ceateand reconciliation sought from the
offended party - and then forgiveness may be soaigbtfrom God (Matt 5:23-4). The
process of making amends with others we have haisnealledmechilahwhich is often
attempted before the High Holidays.

Erev Yom Kippur

The Yom Kippur fast begins an hour before sundowrighri 9, and lasts for 25 hours, until
an hour past sundown on Tishri 10 (Lev. 23:32).ikénbther holidays that last fowo days
(due to the uncertainty of the calendar), the saggsrequired the fast to last for one full day
and night. The sages state that “afflicting thd's@e., fasting, etc.) is not undertaken to
punish ourselves for our sins, but rather to helfogus entirely on our spiritual side. Indeed
the Hebrew word for used for “afflict{y) means to humble yourself...

On Erev Yom Kippur, a special meak(idah ha-mafseRas usually prepared - the last
meal before sundown - and certain erev Yom Kippesdings are recited. This meal
includes the holiday candle lighting blessing amel‘tShehecheyanu.” A memorial
candle (called yahrzeit) is often lit for deceapadents or grandparents, and women
often wear white, while men wear “kittels” (whitebres also used for burial shrouds).
After eating, it is customary to wish everyone présaTzom kal an “easy fast” — amd
to sayG’mar chatimah tovah “May you be sealed (in the Book of Life) for gbd
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Yom Kippur Synagogue Services

1
Most of Yom Kippur is spent at the synagogue prgynd
listening to chants. In fact, Yom Kippur is the ypdewish - |
Holiday that requires five separate services ferdhservant Jew '
to attend! This day is, essentially, your last appgour last Day of
chance to change “the judgment of God” and to destnate your Judgment
repentance and make amends.

One of the themes of the Days of Awe is that Gal“baoks” that He writes our names
in, noting who will live and who will die in the fthcoming year. These books are
“written” on Rosh Hashanah, but our deeds durirgR@hays of Awe can alter God’s
decree. The actions that change the decresihevahrepentancelgfillah (prayer) and
tzedakahcharity, good deeds). The books are “closed aated” on Yom Kippur.

As with Rosh Hashanah, a white sgiarochet(curtain which adorns the ark in the
synagogue, mimicking the curtain which separatedstinctuary from the Holy of Holies
in the Temple), is hung in place of the heavy vebree used at other times. The
atmosphere is quiet and a hushed sense of awstileithamong the worshippers.

1. The Kol Nidrei Service

The evening service begins with tkel Nidrei (i.e.,”T: 3, “all vows”), an Aramaic
chant that declares null and void any promises ndadi@g the previous year
(Sephardim) or for the coming year (Ashkenazim)l Kiglrei is actually considered
a “legal procedure,” and therefore entails theafsearioushalakhic(legal)
formulations such as recitation three times befonginyan (group of ten), before
sundown, and so on. Normaligllit (prayer shawls) are worn only in the morning
service, but during Yom Kippur, they are worn dgrail of the services. The Aron
Hakodesh (Torah cabinet) is left open while theahascrolls are carried around the
synagogue before Kol Nidrei to indicate that theeSaf Repentance are open.

2. The Ma’ariv Service

The Ma’ariv (evening) service consists of the aain of Kaddish, the Shema, the
Amidah (standing prayer), along with the confessibsins and additional prayers
(selichot) that are recited only on the night oinY&ippur. In addition, liturgical
poems (piyyutim) are recited as well. Most of thesvice is spent reading from a
machzor(High Holiday prayer book).

The Ma’ariv service is chanted in a different stgiel additions to the Amidah are
made, including the Viduyst), or confessional. The obligation of Viduy derives
from Scripture: “If a man or woman sins againstfeilow man, thus being untrue to
God..., they mustonfesghe sin that he has committed” (Numbers 5:6-7teNbe
plural personal pronoun used in the confessiorphymg that the sin of an individual
is also borne by the community. Viduy is said ia plural because we are all
responsible for one another (Shavuot 39a).
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Viduy prayers comprise two main sections: Asmamnu‘We have trespassed’), a
shorter, more general list of sins (“we have beeasonable, we have been
aggressive, we have been slanderous” - sometinmgg and theAl Chet a longer,
alphabetically arranged, and more particular lisins (“for the sin that we have
sinned before you forcibly or willingly, and fordlsin that we have sinned before
you by acting callously,” etc.).

When Viduy is recited, you should strike the bregsitly as if to say, “You (my
heart) caused me to sin” (Mishnah Berurah 603:ijuy is recited ten times over the
course of the five services of Yom Kippur, paratigithe Ten Commandments which
have been violated.

3. The Shacharit Service

The Shacharit (morning) service is not unlike otkenvices for festivals during the
Jewish year. The traditional morning prayers, #gwtation of the Shema and
Amidah, and the Torah reading are all part of #@ise. During Torah reading
service there are six aliyot (separate readingdifigrent people), one more than on
other holidays (though if Yom Kippur occurs on Shai) there are sevethiyot).

The Torah’s name for the Day of AtonemenY@m Ha-Kippurimzzzi o¥),

meaning “the day of covering, canceling, pardoopneiling.” Under the Levitical
system of worship, the High Priest would sprinkdergicial blood upon th&apporet
(mB32) - the covering of the Ark of the Covenant - tfeet “purification” (i.e.,
kapparah m22) for the previous year’s sins. Notice that Yom iip was the only time
when the High Priest could enter the Holy of Hobesl invoke the sacred Name of
YHVH (/) to offer blood sacrifice for the sins of the Jslwpeople. This “life for a
life” principle is the foundation of the sacrifitisystem and marked the great day of
intercession made by the High Priest on behal§idl.

4. The Yizkor Service

The Yizkor tzr) portion of Yom Kippur functions as a memorial\dee for family
members who have died. Traditionally it is recitekbwing the Torah reading of the
Shacharit service, though some communities dotherearly afternoon.

5. The Musaf Service

The Musaf (additional) service immediately folloth& morning service and is
divided into two parts: the repetition of the Amid@y the cantor) and the “Avodah”
service, which recounts the priestly service fonYiippur in ancient times. In four
places of the service, some people might prostha®selves (during the re-telling of
the High Priest and his confessions). After thigpetion of the service is devoted to
the retelling of how some early Jewish sages wexdgymed during the reign of the
Roman emperor Hadrian. The Musaf service endstiélfAaronic benediction”

(i.e., birkat kohanim).
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6. Minchah Service

The Minchah (afternoon) service includes a Torauimey service (Leviticus 18),
another repetition of the Amidah, and the recitabbthe “Avinu Malkenu” poem. In
addition, since it focuses on the importance diugah (repentance) and prayer, the
entire Book of Jonah is recited as the Haftaratiggoof the Torah service.

7. The Ne'ilah Service

According to Jewish tradition, on Rosh Hashanahd#stiny of the righteous (the
tzaddikin) are written in the Book of Life, and the destofithe wicked (the
resha’im are written in the Book of Death. However, maepple (perhaps most
people) will not be inscribed in either book, bawa ten days - until Yom Kippur - to
repent before sealing their fate. On Yom Kippuertha final appeal is made to God
to be written in the Book of Life.

The wordne’ilah (7%v3) comes from a word which means “closing” or “laudi (the
gates of heaven (or the Temple Gates)). The appdave our names “sealed” in the
Book of Life” is made at this time. This closing'@ee has a sense of urgency about
it, and concludes with a responsive reading oShema, with the phrase “barukh
shem kavod malkhuto I'olam va’ed” said aloud thtieges, and the phrase “the
LORD He is God (i.e Adonai hu ha-Elohime oy xim mm) is repeated seven
times by the entire congregation (1 Kings 18:39).

(Note: During the time of the Second Temple, thghHriest would say aloud the
sacred Name “YHVH” three times during the Yom Kipawodah. During each
confession, when the priest would say the Namehalpeople would prostrate
themselves and say alou@aruch shem K'vod malchuto I'olam vagdBlessed be
the Name of the radiance of the Kingship, forevet aver.”)

This declaration is followed by a long, final blastthe shofar (i.etekiah gedola)y
the “great shofar,” to remind us how the shofar e@snded to proclaim the Year of
Jubilee Year of freedom throughout the land (Léz9210).

Worshippers then exclaim, “L’shanah haba’ah b’Y&alayim!” After the service
ends, some synagogues perform also a Havdalah aeyem

At this point, people are generally quite relietiedt they have “made it” through the
Days of Awe, and a celebratory mood sets in (ti@adktly a time of courtship and
love follow this holiday). Since Sukkot is only évdays away, it is common to begin
planning to set up your sukkah for the upcomingdayl.
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Yom Kippur and the New Covenant

One of the roles of our beloved Mashiach Yeshusug€hrist)
is that ofKohen HaGado(High Priest) who offered true
kapparah(atonement) for our sins by offering His own bland
the Holy of Holies made without hands.

oy o1

As it is written in the letter of Hebrews:

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a helgvaalling, consider Jesus, the
apostleand high priesof our confessionyho was faithful to him who appointed
him, just as Moses also was faithful in all Goddaike. (Hebrews 3:1-2)

The Importance of Blood Sacrifice

The importance of blood sacrifice (i.e., substiinéry atonement) cannot be overstated
in the Scriptures since it constitutes the fundaaleneans of atonement that is given
through the sacrificial system. Indeed this ppieis enshrined in the central text of
sacrifice itself, Leviticus 17:11:

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, andave given it for you on the altar to
atone(I'’kapeir) for your souls, for it is the blood that makes &iment
(y’khapheir)by the life.”
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A blood sacrifice is required by the LORD for tlssue of sin. Leviticus 17:11 agrees
with the teaching in the New Testament in Hebrew®2:9‘'Without the shedding of blood
there is no remission of sing{ufpic alpetekyvoleg o yivetal ddeoic). In the Talmud
(Yoma 5a) it is likewise written, “There is no atwnent without blood.” The
substitutionary shedding of blood, the “life-fofeli principle, is essential to true “at-one-
ment” with the LORD God.

Yeshua offered His own body up to be the perfectiee for sins. By His shed blood
we are given complete atonement before the LORDr tar sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might becomeritjeteousness of God” (2 Cor.
5:21). The Levitical system of animal sacrificex;luding the elaborate Yom Kippur
ritual, was meant to foreshadow the true and agi@acrifice of Yeshua as the means of
our reconciliation with God. ThBrit Yeshanal{Old Covenant) provides a shadow of the
substance revealed in tBeit Chadashai(New Covenant). If the old covenant had been
sufficient to provide a permanent solution to thebgtem of our sin, there never would
have been need for a new covenant to superceldebtréws 8:7).
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Under the old covenant, sacrifices merely “coverads, but under the new covenant,
these sins are taken entirely away (Hebrews 7:22, 9:25-28). There is no more need
for continual sacrifices, since Yeshua provideddahee-and-for-all sacrifice for all of our
sins (Hebrews 9:11-14; 9:24-28; 10:11-20).

Indeed, Yeshua ha-Mashiach is the “propitiation*expiation” for our sins. The Greek
word used in Romans 3:25, 1 John 2:2, and 1 Jdtth(dhilasterion”) is the same word
used in the LXX for thé&apporet(cover of the ark of the covenant) in the HolyHaflies
which was sprinkled with the blood of the sacrifareYom Kippur.

For Messiah has entered, not into holy places nwitle hands, which are copies
of the true things, but into heaven itself, nowppear in the presence of God on
our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly,the high priest enters the
holy places every year with blood not his own tfen he would have had to
suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the wdslat as it is, he has appeared
once for all at the end of the ages to put awaybgithe sacrifice of himself... So
Messiah, having been offered once to bear theddingany, will appear a second
time, not to deal with sin but to save those wleoeagerly waiting for him
(Hebrews 9:24-ff)

For by one offering he hath perfected for ever tlleat are sanctified.
(Hebrews 10:14)

Yom Kippur, Confession, and the Book of Life

What do Messianic Jews do regarding Yom Kippur?wedast, afflictourselves, and
confess our sins, or do we rejoice in the knowleitigé we are forgiven of all our sins
because of Yeshua's perfect avodah as our Kohenl®athe New Covenant? In other
words, should we be sad and afflicted or should&éappy and comforted?
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If we confess onr sins, he is faithful and just fo forgive us onr sins,
and fo cleanse us from all werighteonsness. 1 Jon 1.9
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In post-Temple Judaism (i.e., rabbinical Judaigns customary for Jews to wish one
anotherg’'mar chatimah tovah‘a good final sealing” during the Ten Days of Age., the
ten days running from Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kijpplhe reason for this is that
according to Jewish tradition the “writing of Go&/erdict” (for your life) occurs on Rosh
Hashanah, but the “sealing of the verdict” occursfom Kippur. In other words, God in
His Mercy gives us another ten days to do “teshtibafore sealing our fate.... But it's up
to us - and our teshuvah - to “save ourselves” famd’'s decree of death. Our merits
(mitzvo) are the key: “Teshuvah, prayer, and charity @eliss from the evil decree.”

Of course as Messianic Jews we have a permanalirigéfor good by the grace and
love of God given to us in Yeshua our Messiah (Hph3, 4:30; 2 Cor. 1:21-22). The
Torah’s statement that sacrificial blood was offespon the altar to makeonementor
our souls (Lev. 17:11) finds its final applicationthe “blood work” of Yeshua upon the
cross at Moriah (Rom. 5:11). The substitutionamgdgting of blood, the “life-for-life”
principle, is essential to the true “at-one-menifhvGod. The ordinances of the Levitical
priesthood were just “types and shadows” of theingréubstance that would give us
everlasting atonement with God (Heb. 8-10). Becafidéeshua, we have a Kohen Gadol
(High Priest) of the better Covenant, basedbetterpromises (Heb. 8:6). For this reason
it is entirely appropriate to celebrate Yom Kippund give thanks to the LORD for the
permanent “chatimah tovah” given to us throughdhleation of His Son.

It must always be remembered that Toralin) is a “function word” that expresses our
responsibility in light of the covenantal acts afds As the author of the Book of
Hebrews makes clear: “When there is a change iprilesthood, there is necessarily
(avaykng) a change in the Torah as well” (Heb. 7:12). Theitical priesthood expresses
the Torah of the Covenant of Sinai, just as thatgrepriesthood of Yeshua expresses the
Torah of the New Covenantyon nz).

Still, for the Messianic Jewish believer there lsiteof ambivalenceabout this holiday,
perhaps more than any other of the Jewish yeat. oPthis ambivalence comes from the
“already-not-yet” aspect of the New Covenant its&lfeady Yeshua has come and
offered Himself up akapparah(atonement/propitiation) for our sirsreadyHe has

sent the Holy Spirit to write truth upon our hepatiseadyHe is our God and we are His
people. However, the New Covenanh@ yetultimately fulfilled since we await the
return of Yeshua to restore Israel and establishkifigdom upon the earth... Since
prophetically speaking Yom Kippur signifies ethstdel’s atonement secured through
Yeshua’s sacrificial avodah as Israel’s true Higie$t and King, there is still a sense of
longing and affliction connected to this holidagthvill not be removed until finally “all
Israel is saved.” So, on the one hand we celebfae Kippur because it acknowledges
Yeshua as our High Priest of the New Covenantphuhe other hand, we “have great
sorrow and unceasing anguish in our hearts” forg¢ddemption of the Jewish people and
the atonement of their sins (Rom. 9:1-5; 10:1-4142, 11-15, 25-27). In the meantime,
we have opportunity to offer the terms of the Nesw€nhant to people of every nation,
tribe and tongue. After the “fullness of the Geagilis come in, however, God will turn
His full attention to fulfilling His promises giveto ethnic Israel.
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The Book of Life

Some Messianic Jews observe Yom Kippur (i.e., kke®5 hour fast, confess sins, etc.)
in order to better identify with the Jewish peoplhjle others might observe it as a
special time of personal confession and teshuvahak¥ careful, however, to keep in
mind that such observance does not grant us ardai®judgment” before the LORD or
determine whether our names will be writtersefer Ha-chayinfthe Book of Life),

since Yeshua's sacrifice and intercessioallisve needor at-one-ment with the Father.
Those who belong to Yeshua are indeed writtenerfltlamb’s book of life “ (Phil. 4:3;
Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; 22:19).

What isSefer ha-chayifm This is the allegorical book in which God recaditiss names
and lives of the righteousz@ddikin). According to the Talmud it is open on Rosh
Hashanah (the Book of the Deaéfer ha-metimis open on this date as well) and God
then examines each soul to see if teshuvahl@mah(complete). If a person turns to
God and makes amends to those whom he has harmeidl) be given another year to
live in the following (Jewish) year. On the othamnld, if he does not repent, then the
decree may be given that he will die during the iconyear...

In Jewish tradition, Yom Kippur is essentially ydast appeal, your last chance to
change “the judgment of God” and to demonstrate yepentance and make amends.
The books are “written” on Rosh Hashanah, but @edd during the Ten Days of Awe
can alter God’s decree. The actions that changdeabeee aréeshuvah(repentance),
tefillah (prayer) andzedakahgood deeds). The books are then “sealed” on Y qupu.

Again, it is important to keep in heart that thege are trusting in Yeshua as their
Atonement before the Father are thereby declaaitlikimand their names are written
(and sealed) in the Book of Life. The Day of Juegirfor our sinful lives has come in
the Person of Yeshua the Mashiach, blessed be IHégwo&e who truly belong to Yeshua
are written in the “Lamb’s book of life “ (Phil. &: Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15;
21:27; 22:19).

The traditionaliduy (a confessional prayer consisting of two paathamnuandal che)
is written using the first person plural: “We hasiened...” sincéol Yisrael arevim zeh
ba-zeh “All Israel is responsible for one another.” @itionally al chetis recited ten
times during the course of the five Yom Kippur seeg (once for each of the 10
commandments that we have broken).
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Here's howal chetstarts:

Al Chet...

For the sin which we have committed before You umllgess or willingly.

And for the sin which we have committed before Yayuhard-heartedness.

For the sin which we have committed before You veatently.

And for the sin which we have committed before Ywth an utterance of the lips.
For the sin which we have committed before You witimorality....

For all of these, God of pardon, pardon us, forgise..

(Note: See www.hebrew4christians.com for the completbet! text)

Confessions vitally important for Messianic Jews and Chass, since it both reminds

us of our great need for God’s intervention in begs, and also helps us walk in the
truth. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful guogt, to forgive us our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). “Confessnfaults one to another, and pray one
for another, that ye (plural) may be healed” (JaBs).

Eschatologically, Yom Kippur represents the natioaatoration of Israel at the end of
the Great Tribulation period, but it also is a ned@r of the terrible cost of sin in our
lives. Sin is so offensive and the debt is so gitetit took nothing less than the sacrifice
of Yeshua Himself in order to secure our reconidiawith God. We therefore should
tremble with fear before God in reverent gratitofiélis mercy toward us.

Yom Ha-Din: Judgment Day

As Messianic believers, we maintain that Judgmeayt Bas come and justice was served
through the sacrificial offering of Yeshua for ains (2 Cor. 5:21). He is the perfect
fulfillment of the Akedah of Isaac. Our names aréten in the Lamb’s Book of Life, or
Sefer Ha-chayim (Rev. 13:8). We do not believe tiatre made acceptable in God’s
sight by means of our own works of righteousne#si$13:5-6), though that does not
excuse us from being without such works (as friithe Holy Spirit in our lives). The
Scriptures clearly warn that on the Day of Judgntemiome, anyone’s name not found
written in the Book of Life will be thrown into tHeke of fire (Rev. 20:15). Moreover, all
Christians will stand before the Throne of Judgntergive account for their lives (2 Cor.
5:10). “Every man’s work shall be made manifest:tfee day shall declare it, because it
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall tvery man’s work of what sort it is” (1 Cor.
3:13). Life is an examination, a test, and everynant is irrepeatable. Every “careless”
word we utter will be echoed on the Day of Judgnibfatt. 12:36-37). Our future day of
judgment is being decided today....
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The spring festivals (Passover, Firstfruits, andvslot) have been perfectly fulfilled in
the first coming of Yeshua &gashiach ben Yosednd the fall festivals (Yom Teruah,
Yom Kippur, and Sukkot) will be fulfilled in His send coming aMashiach ben David
Since the first advent fulfilled all of the sprifgstivals to the smallest of details, we
believe that His second advent portends simildillifukent regarding the fall festivals...

After the summer of harvest (John 4:35), the vast Fall festival on the Jewish
calendar isrom Terual{Rosh Hashanah), which is a picture of the “caigtaway” of
kallat Mashiach(the Bride of Christ) for the time &heva Berachdseven “days” of
blessing that follows the marriage ceremony). Tlwéhcome the Great Tribulation and
Yom Adona({mm o) - the great “Day of the LORD. During this timeheic Israel will

be fully restored to the LORD and their sins wal purged (see Matthew 24). Yeshua
will then physically return to Israel to establidis glorious millennial kingdom in Zion.
Finally "all Israel will be saved” (Rom. 11:26) aMdshua will be coronated as the King
of King of Kings -Melech Malchei Ha-Melachim

May His Kingdom come speedily, and in our day. Amen
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“The LORD bless you and
keep you; the LRD make hi
face to shine upon you and
gracious to you; the LOR

lift up his countenance upon
you and give you peact
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Peace in Yeshua

Tetelestai! It is finishe:

Let the favor of the Lord our G
be upon us, and establish the w
of our hands upon us; yes, estak
the work of our hand
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La-shanah haba’a
bi-yerushalayim ha’chadashe
“Next year in the new Jerusalei!
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Addendum: Yom Kippur Torah Readings

Shacharit Lev, 16:1-34 Isa. 57:14-558:14 Fom, 3:21-26;
{rnerning) Mum, 29:7-11 2 Cor, 5:10-21
Minchah . Jonah 1:1-4:11;

( afternoon) Lev, 18:1-30 Micah 7:18-20 Hebrews
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